TRANSFER STATION ORDINANCE

WESTON, MAINE

Approved Town Meeting, August 28, 1997




*Amended, May 22, 1999

*Amended, May 31, 2003 (Bulky Fees)

*Amended, June 21, 2014
*Amended June 1, 2019

PURPOSE: 
The purpose of this ordinance is to regulate the disposal of refuse and prevent the unauthorized use of the transfer station by persons who are not residents or non-resident real property owners in Weston, Maine.

EFFECTIVE DATE:
This ordinance shall become effective upon adoption by Town meeting.

AUTHORITY:
This ordinance is adopted pursuant to and consistent with municipal home rule powers provided in 30-A MRSA § 3001.
DEFINITIONS:

The following definitions apply to this ordinance:

1. Transfer Station "User" means any person whose permanent residence, whether renting or owning property, or a non-resident real property owner in Weston.  Should a determination be necessary to deem whether a person qualifies as a "User", it will be made by the Board of Selectpersons, and the decision of the Board will be final.

2. "Person" includes individuals, partnerships, corporations, companies, and the agents of any of them.

3. "Refuse" includes garbage, household rubbish, construction or building materials, tires, metal products and plastics.

4. "Transfer Station" means that area on the Bancroft Road in Weston that has been set aside and designated as the Weston Transfer Station for disposal of refuse that originates in Weston.

5. "Commercial Collector" means any person who picks up refuse for a fee on a regular route and disposes of the refuse at the Weston Transfer Station.

6. "Contractor" means any person engaged in the construction of any type of structure, road or sub-surface system.

7. "Land Developer" means any person who divides land into parcels or constructs multiple housing units that require approval under the Weston Subdivision Ordinance.

8. "Transfer Station Permit" is a Town issued identifier that authorizes a person to dispose of refuse at the transfer station.

9. "Temporary Permit" is a Town issued identifier that authorizes the holder to dispose of refuse at the transfer station according to the terms and time limits appearing on the permit.

10. "Dumping Fee" means that fee that a Commercial Collector must pay for the privilege of operating a refuse disposal service in Weston and dumping the refuse at the transfer station.  Fee of $5.00, to be paid annually at the Town Office.

11. "Tipping Fee" means that per-trip fee that a User, Contractor or land developer must pay at the Weston Municipal Office or to the Transfer Station attendant before that person is authorized to dispose of any fee related refuse at the transfer station.

PERMITS:
A person is not authorized to dispose of refuse at the transfer station unless a permit is displayed or the person has a valid temporary permit.

1. Any "User" may obtain a Transfer Station Permit for $2.00 each at the Town Office. No 

Permits will be mailed to a person.

2. A commercial collector may obtain a permit for his vehicle upon providing a list 

of his/her Weston customers to the Town and payment of the annual dumping fee.

3. A contractor or land-developer should make arrangements with a licensed trash hauler to obtain a dumpster for site use and disposal at a commercially licensed solid waste processing facility, not the Transfer Station. 

4. Permit will not be issued to any person who is not a "User", a contractor employed within the Weston Town limits, a land developer who has an approved subdivision in Weston, or a commercial collector with an approved route that is entirely within the Town of Weston limits.

5. A person, who has been issued a transfer station permit, is encouraged to return the permit upon terminating residency or property ownership in the Town of Weston to prevent unauthorized persons from using the transfer station.

6. No picking allowed at the Transfer Station
DUMPING AND TIPPING FEES:

Fees will be adjusted based on cost of the waste management charges to the Town, changes will be made by the Board of Selectpersons when necessary.  The Schedule of Fees initially established by this Ordinance is as follows:

No fees will be required of a Weston “User”, contractor or land developer with a transfer station permit unless they are disposing of an item included in the following fee schedule.
Schedule

Bulky Item Fees:

	
	CURRENT PRICES

	Tires
	

	Utility & motorcycle
	1.00

	Passenger up to 20” diameter
	3.00

	Between 21" to 24.5" diameter
	10.50  

	Tires above 24.5"
	Not Accepted

	Appliances with refrigerant not allowed
	

	Refrigerators, air conditioners, freezers
	5.00

	
	

	All other major appliances (washer/dryer/range/dishwasher) Metals
	Free

	Loose metal 


	Free

	Furniture/ Carpet/ Rugs
	

	Sofas
	5.00

	Overstuffed chairs/ Recliners
	3.00

	Rugs/ Carpets - pads 6' by 9' or larger
	5.00

	Mattresses- up to Full (Double) Size
	4.00

	Mattresses- Queen & King 
	6.00

	Box Spring- All
	2.00

	Electronics 
	

	TV's, stereos, computers, Printers
	4.00

	Fluorescent lamps, bulbs, compacts
	.50 

	Brush, Clean wood waste (No stumps, treated or painted wood)
	Free

	
	

	
	

	
	

	Construction & Demolition Debris
	

	(shingles, drywall, siding, treated or painted wood, etc.)
	

	Pickup truck (4' x 8' or trailer of equal size)
	25.00/load

	Single-axle truck (over 3/4 ton)
	25.00/load

	Double-axle truck
	50.00/load

	
	


Prior arrangement for loads in excess of the above amounts shall be made through the Municipal Office.

RECYCLING 

There will be recycling dumpsters placed at the transfer station site.   You can separate 

the recyclable materials listed below at home, and drop them off at the marked 

dumpsters.  There is no charge for dropping off recyclable material.

NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES, OFFICE PAPER


1. Leave them loose


2. Flyers and inserts are OK (if it’s in the paper, it can be recycled)


3. All magazines and catalogs are OK.

4. Colored paper, adding machine tape, computer paper, fax paper, index cards, letterhead, post-it notes, photocopier paper, manila file folders, NCR paper (carbonless), tabulating cards, white envelopes (with or without plastic windows), scratch paper, typing paper.
TIN CANS:


Clean tin/ aluminum cans.

WESTON LANDOWNER AMNESTY:


Any landowner can apply to the Board of Selectpersons for permission to remove to the Weston Transfer Station, without fee payment, any appliances, tires or furniture illegally dumped on their property.  This permission can be obtained through the Municipal Office.  

DISPOSAL SITES:


Any person using the transfer station must separate refuse and dump only at the sites within the transfer station that have been approved and designated for the types of refuse being disposed of.

1. The transfer station attendant is authorized to determine where a load of refuse is 

to be dumped, and the attendant may refuse to permit the dumping of refuse which has not been separated or which can be identified as unauthorized refuse.

2. The dumping of refuse in front of the transfer station gate, along the outside 

perimeter of the transfer station or at any location within the station that is not a designated disposal site is prohibited.

UNAUTHORIZED REFUSE:


The following refuse cannot be dumped at the Weston Transfer Station:

1. Containers that contain flammables or once contained flammables unless at least one end of the container has been removed. (exception: aerosol containers).
2 Intact Propane tanks, whether empty or full. 

3. Hazardous wastes, as defined by State Statues and Regulations.

4. Human or animal (exception: domesticated household pets) wastes. 
5. Drums or barrels of 5 gallon or larger size, unless one end has been removed and

              the drum or barrel is clean.

6. Motor Vehicles: motorized recreation vehicle, or watercraft (s).

7. Hot loads, ashes, etc.

8. Hazardous and/or caustic materials, waste oil, wet cell batteries, etc.

ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES:


Users of the Weston Transfer Station are subject to all rules, regulations or restrictions as set forth in the Town of Weston Solid Waste Transfer Facility Operations Manual.

This Ordinance shall be enforced by the Station Attendant, Code Enforcement Officer and the Aroostook County Sheriff Department.

1. Any person who violates the terms of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine of not more than $100.00 for the first offense, or by a fine of not more than $500.00 for each subsequent offense.

2. Any person who dumps refuse in front of the transfer station entrance, outside the station                 perimeter or at an unauthorized location outside the station shall be subject to a fine equal to that imposed by the State of Maine for littering.
3. Any person assessed a penalty under this ordinance may appeal to the appropriate State court.

